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Translation

Professor Bruno Genito from the Universita degli Studi di Napoli L'Orientale’s Asian Studies
Department was invited to visit the Institute of Archaeology, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences
(CASS), on the afternoon of October 26th, 2010, where he presented his lecture “Archaeology of
the Steppes : Work, Methods, and Strategies” in the multimedia conference room on the eighth

floor of the Institute.

Professor Genito’s key research interests are the art and archaeology of Iron Age Iran and the
nomadic cultures of the Eurasian steppes. Between 1985 and 1996, he presided over the
excavation and study of the archaeological remains of a nomadic culture that had once inhabited

the region around the town of Szarvas in eastern Hungary.

In 1992, the professor presided over a major international symposium on the archaeology of the
Eurasian steppes, which was held in Italy and attracted a large number of academics from around
the world. The conference proceedings were published in 1994 in a volume titled “Archaeology of
the Steppes : Methods and Strategies”, which consisted of research papers that had been

presented at the symposium two years earlier.

The ground-breaking research conducted by Professor Genito in the 1990s during the two
aforementioned projects was an invaluable contribution to the burgeoning field of Eurasian steppe
archaeology. Genito had previously visited the Institute of Archaeology in 2000 at the invitation of
the Institute and the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences. Back then, he met with various faculty
members and was invited to visit several of the Institute’s excavation sites in Shaanxi and Henan.
Since his initial visit, the professor has collaborated with archaeological institutes and
organizations across China and has visited China on numerous occasions to participate in

academic conferences and archaeological research.

Professor Genito began his lecture “Archaeology of the Steppes : Work, Methods, and Strategies”
with a brief background of the Bronze Age and Early Iron Age cultures of the Eurasian steppes,
highlighting some of the key archaeological discoveries pertaining to those periods. He also talked
about the discovery of the Sintashta settlement in Russia, the spread of Kurgan culture, and the

ancient Indo-Europeans.

The main focus of his lecture, however, was the archaeology of the Scythian period. The professor

went into a detailed discussion of Scythian-era remains excavated from sites across the Eurasian
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steppes, drawing on archaeological materials, Greek and Iranian documents, and linguistic studies
to support his arguments. He talked about the discovery of the necropolis near the village of
Arzhan in Tuva, the Scythians, the Saka tribe, and the Pazyryk culture, emphasizing the unique

animal style art of the Eurasian steppes.

He also shared his own thoughts on a number of issues, such as how archaeologists should handle
the excavation of the steppe nomads’ kurgan burial mounds, and why the early nomadic societies
lacked writing systems of their own. Professor Genito is particularly interested in the social
structures and livelihoods of the nomadic cultures that inhabited the Eurasian steppes in antiquity.
Researchers have focused largely on the study of these peoples’ tombs because tombs are the
most prominent architectural features that can be found on the present-day steppes. But very few
residential buildings and settlements have been found, which has led archaeologists to question

how these ancient nomads lived, questions the professor hopes to answer through his research.

The lecture was presided over by Cong Dexin from the Institute’s Scientific Research Office.
Scholars and professors from the Institute of Archaeology (CASS) and Peking University attended
Professor Genito’s lecture and took part in a lively discussion with the visiting professor and fellow

researchers.



